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“Understanding Laryngectomy Surgery to Optimise 
Swallow and Voice Outcomes” is an interactive E-
Learning Module designed to be accessible to a 
broad spectrum of professionals with varying levels 
of knowledge and experience in Head and Neck 
Cancer and specifically Cancer of the Larynx.  
 
The module concentrates exclusively on surgery for 
standard laryngectomy, including some procedures 
and suggestions to maximise rehabilitation 
outcomes. 
Section 1 reviews the anatomy and physiology 
related to the three primary functions; normal 
breathing, voice production and swallow, considered 
a pre-requisite to understand the changes which take 

place during surgery for standard laryngectomy.  Section 2 deals with the cancer itself, locations, development, 
classification using the TNM staging system and management options. 
 
Sections 3 and Section 4 cover the complex areas of deconstruction of the neck and removal of the larynx 
together with the cancer and subsequent reconstruction of the neck. Some additional procedures 
(myotomy/neurectomy, creating the TEP and tenotomy) considered essential to achieve optimal functional 
outcomes, are also included. 
 
Detailed illustrations with explanatory text, 2D animations, labelled surgical photos and “live” videos of actual 
surgery are incorporated throughout to assist with understanding the complex medical information. A series of 
nine innovative 3D animations, with explanatory voice-over, summarise the stages of the surgery itself, as well  
as the pre and post-operative functions of breathing, voice production, swallow and prosthesis placement.  
 
Successful completion of the Graded Multiple Choice Assessment provides an opportunity to obtain an Imperial 
College London certificate for CPD or other purposes. 
 
The module is hosted online by Imperial College London’s Virtual Learning Environment, Blackboard, enabling 
access across tablet, laptop, and desk top devices. It costs £195 for a 4 month access period - NHS employees 
can access the module for a preferential rate of £95. Group access can be arranged.                                    
For more information please visit:   www.imperial.ac.uk/cpd/svrelearn  
The trailer can be viewed at:           https://vimeo.com/119856992 
 
Online registration is available via the website or for more information 
Please contact:  
Eva Moreno 
Centre for Continuing Professional Development, School of Professional Development, 
Level 4, Sherfield Building, South Kensington Campus, Imperial College London, London SW7 2AZ 
 
Tel: +44 (0)20 7594 6885  /  +44 (0)20 7594 6885                             Email: cpd@imperial.ac.uk 
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